[bookmark: _GoBack]Dictionary for the total costs for health services (ischemic.xlsx) data 

One key issue in health care reform is to determine what exactly is driving up the costs of health care. The file provides a data set from one health insurance Company regarding the total costs for services provided to 788 subscribers with ischemic (coronary) heart disease during 1998 and 1999. Each line in the data set (ischemic.xls) provides an identification number and nine other variables:

	variable
	type
	additional description

	id 
	numeric
	 identification number

	cost 
	numeric
	 total cost of claims in dollars

	age 
	numeric
	 age of subscriber

	gender 
	character
	 gender of subscriber (1 if male; 0 if female)

	interv 
	numeric
	 number of interventions or procedures

	drugs 
	numeric
	 number of drugs prescribed

	ervisit 
	numeric
	 emergency room visits

	complic 
	numeric
	 number of complications

	comorb 
	numeric
	 number of other diseases that the subscriber had

	dur 
	numeric
	 number of days of duration of treatment




Dictionary for the Birth to Ten (BTT) data (.xls)

These data are from the Birth to Ten (BTT) study begun in South Africa in 1990. The study is a prospective cohort study of determinants of growth, development, and health of children in the metropolitan area of Johannesburg, South Africa. This data is on 20 variables for 217 children born to white mothers and includes some variables measured at 5 years after birth. 

Number of observations = 217

	variable
	type
	additional description

	childid
	numeric
	Identification number      

	sex
	character
	Child’s sex: M=Male, F=Female    

	bweight
	numeric
	Birth Weight (grams)     

	gestage
	numeric
	Gestational Age (weeks)     

	momage
	numeric
	Mother’s Age at child’s birth (years)  

	parity
	numeric
	Number of previous births to mother  

	mdbp
	numeric
	Mother’s prenatal diastolic blood pressure

	msbp
	numeric
	Mother’s prenatal systolic blood pressure    

	momeduc
	numeric
	Mother’s education at child’s birth (1=at most grade 7; 2 = Grades 8 or 9; 10 or 11; 4 = at least high school)

	mmedaid
	numeric
	Mother’s medical aid at child’s birth: 1=yes,2=no

	socio
	numeric
	Mother’s Socioeconomic status at child’s birth (scale of 0 to 4, 0 is  lowest and 4 is highest)      

	
	
	

	Five
	Year
	Variables    

	dbp5
	numeric
	Child’s diastolic blood pressure    

	sbp5
	numeric
	Child’s systolic blood pressure    

	ht5
	numeric
	Childs height (m)     

	wt5
	numeric
	Childs weight (kg)     

	hdl5
	numeric
	Child’s HDL (mmol/l)     

	ldl5
	numeric
	Child’s LDL (mmol/l)     

	trig5
	numeric
	Child’s triglyceride level (mmol/l)    

	smoke5
	numeric
	Regular smokers in the home (0=no   smokers, 1=smokers)

	medaid5
	numeric
	Mother’s medical aid: 1=yes, 2=no   

	socio5
	numeric
	Mother’s Socioeconomic status (scale of 0 to 4, 0 is lowest and 4 is highest)




